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should not be allowed to spend the entire day in such a pasture until they have become accustomed to it. It is such a luscious green that they are likely to eat too much. Some feeders give the herd a partial fill of hay in the barnyard before they are turned into the pasture. This would help to prevent overloading the animal with the green leaves which cause fermentation and subsequent bloating.
If there is no water supply in the pasture, it is not wise to allow the herd to remain there all morning and then drive them to the barn at noon and let them have their fill. This practice alone has caused numerous cases of bloating. Either supply water in the pasture where animals can take it in reasonably small quantities or do not permit them to have their fill in such a short time.
It is claimed by some farmers that if part of a straw or hay stack is left in the pasture from the year before, the cows will stop feeding on the green leaves and adjourn to the stack for the sake of variety, If this is true, it would undoubtedly prevent overloading the stomach with greens. It is difficult to believe that animals will leave such delicious forage to eat straw or dry hay, but the testimony of so many farmers would make it seem worth trying.
NAILS OB WIRE IN THE HEART
When cows swallow nails, wire, lead-pencils, knife-blades, or hair-pins, these sharp-pointed objects sometimes find their way into the heart itself. This disease is technically called traumatic pericarditis. This means a mechanical injury to the heart with a subsequent inflammation which usually proves fatal It is common enough on farms to deserve mention at this time. Cows seem to have a natural hankering for such objects as those mentioned and many losses have occurred from this cause. This is especially true when new construction work is going on in the barn and nails are left carelessly about. On many farms baled hay, straw, and shavings are used. When the baling wire is not picked up at once, cows frequently find and swallow